
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How useful is math really? How often do you and will 

you „solve for x‟ in your everyday life? Here we‟ll ask, 

“What is the point of studying mathematics?” We‟ll also 

discover some really great life lessons that can be 

learned through math to allow us to see our world and 

ourselves in a clearer way.  We‟ll contemplate these big 

ideas while considering the antics of monkeys.  No fancy 

mathematics will be explicitly mentioned.  The competi-

tion will be over; breathe, relax, and have some fun.  

Edward Burger is Professor of Mathematics and Lissack Professor for Social Responsibility and Per-

sonal Ethics at Williams College and Vice Provost for Strategic Educational Initiatives at Baylor 

University. He is the author of over 12 books and 15 video series. He was named the winner of the 

2010 Robert Foster Cherry Award for Great Teaching---the largest and most prestigious prize in 

higher education teaching across all disciplines in the English speaking world.  He was named a 

2010 Game Changer by the Huffington Post; one of "100 innovators, visionaries, mavericks, and 

leaders who are reshaping their fields and changing the world." 

Monkeys, Mathematics,  

and Mischief: 
What are the lifelong lessons of school?  

A rare opportunity with the creator of "Calculus in 20 minutes."    

 

 

 

 

A rare opportunity with the creator of "Calculus in 20 minutes."    

Dr. Edward Burger  

December 8, 2011 at 1:30 pm in Alico Arena  


